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ABSTRACT

As one of the main skills in English, reading is needed for the students. By having reading
fluency, students can comprehend reading passage. In order to be fluent in reading, it is needed
to have frequent practices. Repeated reading is as the main technique to have reading fluency.
The students practice reading passages several times. The aim of this study is to discover
students’ reading fluency through repeated reading. This study was a survey research. This
study used a questionnaire consisting of closed-ended questionnaire and open-ended
questionnaire. The results of this study were students got more fluent in reading by having
several practices on repeated reading. The students read accurately the words and sentences in
English with correct intonation. They also became more fluent in the pronunciation. While
having repeated reading, the students improved vocabularies and understood the meaning of
the words. Their comprehension of reading also increased.
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ABSTRAK

Sebagai salah satu keterampilan utama dalam bahasa Inggris, membaca sangat dibutuhkan
oleh para siswa. Dengan memiliki kefasihan membaca, siswa dapat memahami teks bacaan
dengan baik. Untuk mencapai kefasihan membaca, diperlukan latihan yang sering dan
berulang. Repeated reading (membaca berulang) merupakan teknik utama untuk melatih
kefasihan membaca. Dalam teknik ini, siswa membaca teks beberapa kali. Tujuan dari
penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui kefasihan membaca siswa melalui teknik repeated
reading. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian survei. Instrumen yang digunakan adalah angket
yang terdiri dari pertanyaan tertutup dan pertanyaan terbuka. Hasil penelitian ini
menunjukkan bahwa siswa menjadi lebih fasih dalam membaca setelah melakukan latihan
berulang melalui repeated reading. Para siswa dapat membaca kata dan kalimat dalam
bahasa Inggris dengan akurat dan intonasi yang tepat. Mereka juga menjadi lebih fasih dalam
pengucapan. Selama melakukan repeated reading, siswa juga meningkatkan kosa kata dan
memahami makna kata-kata dalam teks. Pemahaman mereka terhadap isi bacaan juga
meningkat.

Kata Kunci: Kelas Bahasa Inggris, Kefasihan Membaca, Membaca Berulang, Persepsi Siswa
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INTRODUCTION

English has four skills and three components. Those four skills namely reading, writing,
listening, and speaking (Virdaus & Rifa’i, 2021). The three components were
pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar. Students need to have good English skills and
components. Each of English components support the English skills. English is taught until
university level (Astiantih et al., 2022).

Reading as one of important skills (Ayuba & Kadir, 2022). In the classroom, the
students read the passage and they pay attention to the pronunciation for each word,
intonation, and accuracy to be more fluent in reading the passage. Intonation focuses on
rhythm, punctuation, and rise and fall of the voice related to the word meaning (Karma,
2017). While reading the passage, the students also need to understand how to read the
passage with correct intonation. Intonation brings different meaning of the sentence
comparing if it is read without intonation. In order to be able to read with correct
intonation, the students need to understand the meaning of words and sentences. When
they read with correct intonation, the meaning of the passage is conveyed well. Whereas
accuracy of reading means reading with correct sound, using mental resources for reading,
parsing the sentences, and reading with expression in prosody (Ja’afar, 2016). Accuracy is
“quick reading without making addition, subtraction and inversion mistakes in reading
sounds, syllables, and words” (Gedik & Akyol, 2022). Accurate reading of connected text
is one of indicators of fluent reading (Karma, 2017). Inaccurate reading leads to
misinterpretation of the text (Karma, 2017).

The right pronunciation is needed in reading the passage. The students who are familiar
with the right pronunciation are more fluent in reading since they have less revision. By
having the right pronunciation, the students also know the meaning of those words since
inappropriate pronunciation leads to different meaning of the words. The criteria of reading
fluently are having many sight words, strategies to analyze new words, and focusing on
meaning (Karma, 2017). Frequent reading practice leads to reading fluency since there are
many recognition of sight words and identified inside brain (Karma, 2017). Sight words
are accuracy and automaticity of reading the words that have been known (Karma, 2017).
The students also get more knowledge on vocabulary and grammar while reading.
Vocabulary growth is based on accuracy and comprehension (Fabillaran, 2024). Reading
fluency relates to vocabulary development and comprehension (Molapisi, 2024). Word

decoding can improve based on practice of phonics (Wymer, 2022). The words that are
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pronounced accurately relate to phonic knowledge of letter and sound (Paige & Magpuri-
Lavell, 2014). The students are more fluent in reading passages when the students
understand the right pronunciation.

Furthermore, the students also need to read the passage accurately, the students pay
attention to the word affixes, and have to read clearly. If the word affixes are not read
clearly, it will lead to different tenses and meaning. Basic elements of reading are “sound
awareness, phonemic awareness, word recognition, reading comprehension, and fluent
reading” (Bessette, 2020). One of the difficulties is reading words, phrases, and sentences
correctly and automatically (Bessette, 2020). The sentences also must be read accurately
in each word.

In order the students need to be more fluent in reading, the students need to have
repeated reading. “Repeated reading helps establishing reading fluency by letting students
recognize high-frequency words” (Canuto et al., 2024). While (Bessette, 2020) states that
“repeated reading, the re-reading of short, meaningful paragraphs until student reaches a
satisfactory level of fluency”. The students repeat reading the text and the words that are
needed revisions until they have proper pronunciation and intonation and understand the
meaning of those words while reading the text. When the students have repeated reading,
they memorize the appropriate pronunciation, intonation, and vocabulary. Five areas in
reading instructions are fluency, vocabulary, phonemic awareness, phonics, and reading
comprehension (Duffy et al., 2024). Vocabulary and structures of language are needed in
language comprehension (Duffy et al., 2024). However, when the students sometimes
make mistakes in reading and are not fluent, revision is needed. The lecturer teaches the
appropriate pronunciation and the students repeat the correct pronunciation. When they
remember those words, they are more fluent in reading by either the same passages or
different passages.

Fluent reading is needed while reading the text. “Fluent reading is the ability of the
student to read the text at an appropriate speed, without pausing when he/she sees the
sound, syllable, and word, as if he/she speaks in his/her daily life in an emotional and
harmonious way” (Gedik & Akyol, 2022). Word recognition is needed to be fluent in
reading (Gedik & Akyol, 2022). It relates to letters, symbols, sound, and spelling. Repeated
reading increases word recognotion to be automatic and leads to reading fluency (Gedik
& Akyol, 2022). The passage is read several times and wrong pronunciation is corrected

until fluent in reading.
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Three criteria of fluent reading are accuracy, word decoding, and prosody (Kuswardani
etal., 2023). Accuracy leads to phonology. Word decoding relates to decoding the previous
words. Prosody relates to pitch, stress, and phrasing of passage (Li & Doyle, 2021).
Reading fluency means fast reading and accurate reading with correct intonation (Hulu et
al., 2023). Reading fluency also relates to speed, accuracy, prosody (Spenda &
Sandravelis, 2023). It also relates to pronunciation and expression (Fabillaran, 2024).

Automaticity means recognizing the words with less effort (Duffy et al., 2024).
Decoding words relates to identify letter-sound relations (Li & Doyle, 2021) and accurate
phonological of words (Kocaarslan, 2017). Reading speed leads to automaticity of word
recognition in the passage (Kocaarslan, 2017). Automaticity of word recognition brings to
higher level of reading comprehension (Clemens et al., 2017). Vocabulary knowledge is
as the basis for reading comprehension (Clemens et al., 2017). Reading comprehension
understand the meaning and information in the passage (Astiantih et al., 2022).

Reading comprehension means understanding the content of the passage (lbrahim et
al., 2024). Reading fluency indicates reading comprehension (Karma, 2017). This makes
the students have efforts to understand the meaning of the words and sentences. Processing
the words efforlessly is the indicator of good reader (O’Connor, 2018). Repeated reading
can improve fluency, speed, accuracy, and word recognition (Wymer, 2022). Repeated
reading can be done indidually or in a group (Wymer, 2022). “A repeated reading
containing the current instructional phonics pattern will allow students to apply decoding
and word recognition skills to reading a meaningful text” (Wymer, 2022). Decoding word
can lead to automaticity (Wymer, 2022). Repeated reading can improve reading rate,
expression, accuracy, and automaticity (Wymer, 2022). Repeated reading trains word
recognition until it achieves automaticity (Hidayat, 2013). Reading fluency relates to
accuracy and automaticity of word recognition (Ostovar-Namaghi et al., 2015). “Fluency
encompasses an integration of automatic word recognition and features stretching beyond
words to phrase and sentence level” (Ostovar-Namaghi et al., 2015).

There were seven previous studies. The first was the study on enhancing repeated
reading through repeated reading and big books in which it increased reading achievement
(Canuto et al., 2024). The second was the study on the influence of repeated reading to
reading fluency for elementary school students in which it increased reading fluency
(Hidayat, 2013). The third was the study on fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension in
which it was needed integrated ways to increase reading proficiency (Fabillaran, 2024).
The fourth was the study on increasing reading fluency by choral reading (Kelzang, 2024).
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The fifth was the study on correlation of reading fluency and reading comprehension in
which there was no correlation (Prameswari & Akhiriyah, 2023). The sixth was the study
on repeated reading for struggling readers in which there was improvement of reading
fluency (Ja’afar, 2016). The seventh was the study on repeated reading to increase reading
fluency for elementary school students in which it increased reading fluency (Wymer,
2022). From those previous studies, there were no studies that discussed repeated reading
and reading fluency for university students yet. Hence, this study focused on this area of
students’ perceptions in the university on repeated reading and reading fluency by using

survey research.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study was a quantitative research with survey research. A survey is “procedures in
guantitative research in which investigators administer a survey to a sample or to the entire
population of people to describe the attitudes, opinions, behaviors, or characteristics of the
population” (Creswell, 2012). This study discovered the students’ perceptions on repeated
reading and reading fluency. The respondents of this study were the students that learned
English 11. There were 89 respondents in this study. This study used questionnaire. The
questionnaire consisted of 15 closed-ended questions and 2 open-ended questions. The
questionnaire was collected through Google Forms. The questionnaire was analyzed
through percentage for closed-ended questionnaire and descriptive for open-ended

questionnaire.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
The results are divided into two namely closed-ended questionnaire and open-ended

questionnaire. The result of closed-ended questionnaire is as follows.

Table 1. The Result of Closed-Ended Questionnaire

No Statements 1 2 3 4 5

1 | often practice reading English texts in class. 0% 0% 17% 26% 57%

2 | practice reading each English word with 0% 0% 9% 44% 47%
proper pronunciation.

3 | practice reading each English word with the 0% 1% 22% 48% 28%
right intonation.

4 1tryto pronounce English words correctly after 1% 0% 3% 34% 62%
receiving revisions from the lecturer.

5 When | get a revision of an incorrect 1% 0% 4% 40% 54%
pronunciation of an English word, I remember
the correct pronunciation.

6 | pay attention to the details of the pronunciation 1% 0% 11% 43% 45%
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of each English word.

7 I notice punctuation when reading Englishtext. 0% 0% 12% 37% 51%

8 I understand English vocabulary by practicing 1% 1% 24% 45% 29%
reading English texts frequently.

9 laskifthere are any problems with the improper 0% 1% 26% 40% 33%
pronunciation of English words.

10 I can read English text fluently. 1% 0% 29% 42% 28%

11 I am conscious of reading correctly on English 0% 0% 9% 35% 56%
words that have been revised.

12 1 try to read the English text correctly. 0% 0% 7% 29% 64%

13 | become more fluent in reading English texts 1% 1% 9% 44% 45%
after practicing reading English texts frequently.

14 | am fond of practicing reading English texts 1% 0% 21% 37% 40%
frequently.

15 | understand English texts by reading 1% 0% 18% 40% 40%

~frequently.

Source: Authors’ results

Based on the result above, it can be explained as follows. The first was the respondents
strongly agreed (57%) that they often practiced reading English texts in class. It was as
stated by (Bessette, 2020) that repeated reading is re-reading the paragraphs. The second
was the respondents strongly agreed (47%) that they practiced reading each English word
with proper pronunciation. It increased sound awareness and phonemic awareness
(Bessette, 2020). The third was the respondents agreed (48%) that they practiced reading
each English word with the right intonation. It was as stated by (Bessette, 2020) that
repeated reading involved reading until certain satisfactory level. The fourth was the
respondents strongly agreed (62%) that they tried to pronounce English words correctly
after receiving revisions from the lecturer. The fifth was the respondents strongly agreed
(54%) that when they got a revision of an incorrect pronunciation of an English word, they
remembered the correct pronunciation.. It was as stated by (Kocaarslan, 2017) that word
recognition led to automaticity. The sixth was the respondents strongly agreed (45%) that
they paid attention to the details of the pronunciation of each English word. The seventh
was the respondents strongly agreed (51%) that they noticed punctuation when reading
English text. The eighth was the respondents agreed (45%) that they understood English
vocabulary by practicing reading English texts frequently. It was as stated by (Molapisi,
2024) that reading fluency improved vocabulary. Reading fluency could be achived by
repeaated reading. The ninth was the respondents agreed (40%) that they asked if there
were any problems with the improper pronunciation of English words. The tenth was the
respondents agreed (42%) that they could read English text fluently. The eleventh was the
respondents strongly agreed (56%) that they were conscious of reading correctly on
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English words that had been revised. It was as stated by (Karma, 2017) that recognition of
sight words could improve. The twelfth was the respondents strongly agreed (64%) that
they tried to read the English text correctly. The thirteenth was the respondents strongly
agreed (45%) that they became more fluent in reading English texts after practicing reading
English texts frequently. The fourteenth was the respondents strongly agreed (40%) that
they were fond of practicing reading English texts frequently. The fifteenth was the
respondents were between strongly agreed and agreed (40%) that they understood English
texts by reading frequently. It was as stated by (Astiantih et al., 2022) that reading
comprehension meant understanding the meaning in the text.

There were also two open-ended questions. The first was about the respondents’
experiences with practicing reading English text frequently. The responses were the
students gained new understanding of vocabulary, made them easier to read, became more
fluent in reading text, found the right pronunciation, improved ability to understand the
reading text, understood sentence structures, increased confidence, became more
accustomed to read English text, and got better speaking. The respondents became fluent
in reading in several aspects. It was as stated by (Spenda & Sandravelis, 2023) that reading
fluency related to speed, accuracy, and prosody. The second was about the improvements
that the respondents had experienced after practicing reading English texts frequently. The
responses were the students improved the pronunciation and understanding of reading text,
got more confident in speaking, understood the proper reading, expanded vocabulary,
became more fluent in reading, became aware of new vocabulary, understood sentence
structures, understood how to read correctly, fluent in pronouncing since the words were
often seen in the text, and understood the right intonation. It was as stated by (Wymer,
2022) that repeated reading can improve reading rate, expression, accuracy, and
automaticity.

Based on the result above, the students as the respondents practiced repeated reading in
which they often practiced reading in the class. The respondents also practiced proper
pronunciation in which they were familiar of the proper pronunciation and improved their
pronunciation. It was as stated by (Wymer, 2022) that repeated reading related to
intructional phonics. Then, the respondents practiced with proper intonation in which they
focused on rhythm and punctuation (Karma, 2017). The respondents also tried to
pronounce correctly after getting the revision from the lecturer. Furthermore, the
respondents remembered proper pronunciation after getting revisions. The respondents

also paid attention to the detail of pronunciation in which it related to sound, syllables, and
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words (Gedik & Akyol, 2022). They also paid attention to the punctuation. Moreover, the
respondent understood vocabulary in the passage. They improved sight words (Karma,
2017) and then their vocabulary improved (Fabillaran, 2024). They tried to ask others if
they found difficulties in reading the text. The respondents read with a certain speed
without pausing (Gedik & Akyol, 2022). They became fluent after frequently practicing
reading in which it led to automaticity (Clemens et al., 2017). The respondents were also
fond of practicing repeated reading. Ultimately, they understood the reading text (Ibrahim
et al., 2024) and improved their reading comprehension.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results and discussion above, it can be concluded that repeated reading
improve reading fluency. The students are more fluent in reading with certain speed
without pausing and they also pay attention to the accuracy of reading each word. Their
pronunciation improve with correct intonation. They also get understanding of
vocabularies in which it leads to the comprehension of the passage. The limitation of this
study is this study is only conducted in university level. Further research can conduct the
research in the junior high school and senior high school levels.

REFERENCES

Astiantih, S., Hamid B., L. O. M. |, Yetty, & Sofyan, W. N. P. (2022). Improving Reading
Comprehension by using Experience Text Relationship (ETR). ELS Journal on
Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities, 5(2), 271-276.
https://doi.org/10.34050/elsjish.v5i2.21150

Ayuba, H., & Kadir, L. (2022). The Implementation of Choral Reading Method in
Improving Student’s Reading Fluency. JETLI: Journal of English Teaching and
Linguistic Issues, 1(2), 47-65. https://doi.org/10.58194/jetli.v1i2.75

Bessette, H. J. (2020). Using Choral Reading to Improve Reading Fluency of Students
with Exceptionalities. Georgia Journal of Literacy, 43(2).
https://doi.org/10.56887/galiteracy.22

Canuto, P. P., Lumidao, Y., Ballagan, A., Calya-En Jr., P., Laoyan, R. K., & Oplas, A.
(2024). Enhancing Elementary Students’ Oral Reading Fluency through Repeated
Reading and Big Books. International Journal of Learning, Teaching and
Educational Research, 23(4), 376-393. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.4.20

Clemens, N. H., Simmons, D., Simmons, L. E., Wang, H., & Kwok, O. (2017). The
Prevalence of Reading Fluency and Vocabulary Difficulties Among Adolescents
Struggling With Reading Comprehension. Journal of Psychoeducational
Assessment, 35(8), 785-798. https://doi.org/10.1177/0734282916662120

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating
Quantitative and Qualitative Research. Pearson Education, Inc.

Duffy, M. A., Mazzye, D. L., Storie, M., & Lamb, R. L. (2024). Professional Development
and Coaching in the Science of Reading: Impacts on Oral Reading Fluency in
Comparison to National Norms. International Journal of Instruction, 17(1), 533—

822
Al-Irsyad: Journal of Education Science, Vol. 4 No. 2, 2025 (815-824)



558. https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2024.17128a

Fabillaran, K. C. (2024). Reading Profile Assessment: The Interplay Of Fluency,
Vocabulary, And Comprehension Among Junior High School Learners. Psychology
of Education: A Multidisciplinary ~ Journal, 19(3), 296-305.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5184471

Gedik, O., & Akyol, H. (2022). Reading Difficulty and Development of Fluent Reading
Skills: An Action Research. International Journal of Progressive Education, 18(1),
22-41. https://doi.org/10.29329/ijpe.2022.426.2

Hidayat, I. N. (2013). Pengaruh Teknik Repeated Reading terhadap Kemampuan Reading
Fluency pada Siswa Kelas Il Sekolah Dasar. PSYMPATHIC: Jurnal Ilmiah
Psikologi, 6(1), 766—775. https://doi.org/10.15575/psy.v6i1.2134

Hulu, A., Laoli, A., Harefa, A. T., & Zebua, E. P. (2023). Improving the Students’ Reading
Fluency of Recount Text through Multimedia Running Text at the Tenth Grade of
SMA Negeri 1 GunungSitoli in 2022/2023. AoEJ: Academy of Education Journal,
14(2), 1069-1083.

Ibrahim, M. W., Abdullah, U., & Amalia, H. (2024). Factors Causing Reading
Comprehension Difficulties among the Seventh Graders. PROJECT (Professional
Journal of English Education), 7(2), 496-501.

Ja’afar, H. (2016). Repeated Reading: Enhancing Fluency Development of Struggling
Readers of Differing Socio Economic Status. Proceedings of the First Reciprocal
Graduate Research Symposium, 127-142.

Karma, C. P. F. (2017). Assessing Students’ Reading Fluency. METATHESIS, 1(1), 30—
45,

Kelzang. (2024). Enhancing Reading Fluency of Seventh Grade Students: An Action
Research. Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies, 50(12), 374-386.
https://doi.org/10.9734/ajess/2024/v50i121706

Kocaarslan, M. (2017). A Research about Oral Reading Fluency of First Grade Students :
Text Type and Gender Factor. Journal of Education and Practice, 8(23), 40-51.

Kuswardani, H. P., Suprapti, V., & Paramita, P. P. (2023). The Effectiveness of a
Combined Intervention Approach for Improving Reading Fluency in Elementary
School  Students.  Psikostudia :  Jurnal  Psikologi,  12(3), 341-348.
https://doi.org/10.30872/psikostudia.v12i3.11033

Li, L., & Doyle, A. (2021). Reading Fluency and the Role of Its Dimensions:
Conceptualizations and Mechanisms. Canadian Journal for New Scholars in
Education, 12(1), 78-84.

Molapisi, G. (2024). Teaching Strategies for Enhancing Reading Fluency and
Comprehension among Learners with Mild Hearing Impairment in Mainstream
Classrooms. International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational
Research, 23(9), 453-471. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.9.23

O’Connor, R. E. (2018). Reading Fluency and Students With Reading Disabilities: How
Fast Is Fast Enough to Promote Reading Comprehension? Journal of Learning
Disabilities, 51(2), 124-136. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022219417691835

Ostovar-Namaghi, S. A., Hosseini, S. M., & Norouzi, S. (2015). Reading Fluency
Techniques from the Bottom-Up: A Grounded Theory. International Journal of
Applied Linguistics and English Literature, 4(5), 29-35.
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijalel.v.4n.5p.29

Paige, D. D., & Magpuri-Lavell, T. (2014). Reading Fluency in the Middle and Secondary
Grades. International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, 7(1), 83-96.

Prameswari, I. D., & Akhiriyah, S. (2023). The Correlation between Reading Fluency and
Students’ Reading Comprehension in Junior High School. Journal of English

823
Al-Irsyad: Journal of Education Science, Vol. 4 No. 2, 2025 (815-824)



Teaching, Literature, and Applied Linguistics, 7(2), 39-45.

https://doi.org/10.30587/jetlal.v7i2.5944
Spenda, N., & Sandravelis, A. (2023). The Importance of Reading Fluency and Its

Assessment through Silent Reading. International Journal of Humanities and Social

Science Invention (1IJHSSI), 12(1), 9-14. https://doi.org/10.35629/7722-12010914
Virdaus, V. V., & Rifa’i, S. (2021). The Fluency of Oral Reading with Natural Reader

Software. Journal of Development Research, 5(2), 156-163.

https://doi.org/10.28926/jdr.v5i2.190

Wymer, J. (2022). Using Repeated Readings to Support Fluency and Comprehension.
Teach, 11(2), 54-61.

Learning to
http://openjournals.utoledo.edu/index.php/learningtoteach/article/view/547%0Anhtt

p://openjournals.utoledo.edu/index.php/learningtoteach/article/download/547/365

Al-Irsyad: Journal of Education Science, Vol. 4 No. 2, 2025 (815-824)

824



